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Born on the Island of  Trinidad in 1983, Etienne Charles 
defies easy musical categorization.   He has been hailed by 
New York Times as "an auteur" and by Jazz Times as "A 
daring improviser who delivers with heart wrenching 
lyricism."   According to Downbeat Magazine "Charles 
delivers his ebullient improvisations with the elegance of  a 
world-class ballet dancer."   Etienne has received critical 
acclaim for his exciting performances, thrilling 
compositions and knack for connecting with audiences 
worldwide.   In June 2012, Etienne was written into the US 
Congressional Record for his musical contributions to 
Trinidad & Tobago and the World. !

 !
Perhaps more than any other musician of  his generation or Eastern Caribbean origin, Etienne brings a 
careful study of  myriad rhythms from the French, Spanish, English and Dutch speaking Caribbean to the 
table.   Crucially, as a soloist, he fully understands the New Orleans trumpet tradition (which is readily 
discernible in his trademark instrumental swagger) and what famed Crescent City Pianist, Jelly Roll Morton 
so succinctly captured in the now immortal phrase, 'The Spanish Tinge'. !
 !
His latest recording, Creole Soul (Culture Shock Music 2013) has received worldwide critical acclaim for 
it’s fusion of  root grooves from the Afro-Caribbean (3 weeks at #1 Jazzweek Chart, iTunes #5, #3 
Jazzweek top 100 of  2013, #25 Billboard Jazz Chart).   His previous release, Kaiso (Culture Shock Music 
2011), features his arrangements and interpretations of  the music of  calypso 
legends Lord Kitchener, Mighty Sparrow and the Roaring Lion. !
 !
As a sideman he has performed and or recorded with Monty Alexander, 
Roberta Flack, Frank Foster, Ralph MacDonald, Johnny Mandel, Wynton 
Marsalis, Marcus Roberts, Maria Schneider, Count Basie Orchestra, Eric 
Reed, Lord Blakie, David Rudder and many others. !
 !
 !
Etienne Charles currently serves as Assistant Professor of  Jazz Studies at 
Michigan State University.   He holds a Master's degree from the Juilliard 
School and a Bachelor's degree from Florida State University.  !
                 For more information please visit etiennecharles.com
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Quotes 
!!

“Mr. Charles likes jazz that’s crisp and ambitious but never unruly, 
powered by a clean and swinging rhythm, harmonically coming out of 
the mid-1960s.” 
Ben Ratliff, New York Times !
“Call this music the New Calypso Bebop.” 
Will Friedwald, Wall Street Journal !
“He hones a velvet, supple tone that’s as melodically captivating as it is 
rhythmically agile. When it comes to uptempo songs like the infectious 
J’ouvert Barrio or the humorous Ten to One is Murder, Charles 
delivers his ebullient improvisations with the elegance of a world-class 
ballet dancer.” 
John Murph, Downbeat Magazine !
“A great young trumpeter . . . Creole Soul, expressing mixed ancestry 
through musical admixture.” 
Patrick Jarenwattananon, NPR’s A Blog Supreme !
“Integrating calypso and jazz with his innovative blowing, Charles, 28, 
seems to have created space for his music in the newly resurgent art 
form. Its raw sentimentality might well take the listener to and age of 
elegance—at the dawn of a period designated by radical changes in 
cultural textures. Africa and New Orleans are also in the house, in the 
belly of improvisation.” 
Dalton Narine, Trinidad Guardian !
“Charles has managed to bring to life a very vivid sense of the mystery, 
the magical realism — the luminous folklore of the Caribbean.” 
Kevin Le Gendre, Jazzwise Magazine !
“A fascinating, fully realized hybrid.” 
Bill Milkowski, Jazz Times !
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